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WHY ATTEMPT THE IMPOSSIBLE

Negro education promises to be a
issue in several southern

t states It is proposed by the kickers
to apportion to the races the taxes paid
by each The property re-

t kept so that the exact amountj of taxes paId by whItes and blacks
t can be ascertained without trouble

The Macon Ga News says that the
in the several so there states

owns from one sixtieth to onethirtieth
of the property and pays that

J of the taxes and complains that
j i yet the Negro get as

funds as the and many whIte
people on account of poverty have to
do WIthout an Education to work their
farms on which they pay taxes to send

f Negroes to News argues
J further that If thIS of the taxes
r between the schools in proportion to

the amounts paid by the whites and
f blacks carried out it will reduce the

appropriation for the schools

I
It a mere fraction of what it is today in

j some cases to less than 5 per cent It
j 1 means that the Negro will pay for h s

1 education to what he is worth
j f and the whites will pay for theirs

This burden of taxation of the white
1 people for the many Negro schools

takes away much from the fund for the
i white schools and the thinks the

measure w uld remedy this
c The contention of the Macon paper

i is poor philosophy Division of taxes
1 on the face of the returns could not be

t made equitably Legal obligations
are paid mostly by indirect methods

J I and the most skilltut
j could not draw a line showing just

J where the receip s of one race leaves
t t off and those of the other begins Labor
t j J is the foundation of production and of-

f t J values and from thess comes these
t t i power to pay money The Negro is

f the of induatryin the South
It and capItals strongest PI Jar H-

Ii
pays more than his share by his par

1 in and by the
prafits derived from his consumptiontt of the ncessaries of life and the Enjoy
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ment of a few luxuries He contributes
to the states coffers every time he rides
on a railroad takes out a license pur
chases an article from a lioansed
vender or records a legal paperto
say nothing of the direct assessment
against his houses lands and personal
propsrly

The whole argument is empty and
illusory Any school superintendent
who runs for office on the issue that
learning impairs the Negros usefulness
as a workman ought to be rebuked by
overwhelming defeat at the polls As
our best thinkers are claiming and
proving education is not a privilege
it is a civic right and is neeessaty for
the wellbeing of the state The
the degree of intelligence pf the peo
pIe the stronger the force of law the
purer the society and the more har
monious are the relations existing be
tween the several classes and clans
Education reduces crime and its cost
to the government and promotes com
merce and the capacity of
individuals A dollar invested in the
school serves ten dollars in depreci
ation of property and expense sf
criminal prosecution

The Negro is no exceptional being
What is good for him is good for any
other race under similar conditions
what is true of him is equally true t f
others The law of economics knows no
color interpretatIon Division of taxes
based on race holdings and its conse
quent retrogression in mental culture
for the Negro would he a blow to the
entire South We do not believe the
better element will permit such a
blunder to be madelet the crackers
cry out ever so for it

The Star of Zions edItor is a care
ful reader of The Colored American
Nothing concerning Zion and her do
ings escapes the keen eye of Brother
J W Smith

THE IFRO AMERICAN COUNCIL ON TRIAL

The esteemed gentlemen at the
head of the National froAmerican
Council should not mistake the atti
tude of The Colored American for one
of hostility Far from it A few
weeks sgo we published an estimate of
the work done at St Paul from facts
that w re found in the official reports
of the delegates assisted by the ac
counts in the daily press and the com
ments of many who themselves were
p esent and protested against the
methods by which the slate was
elected are not above
honEst criticisms and no one is more
disappointed than The Colored Ameri-
can that the Council has not accomp
lished more in the five years of its ex
iStence yet no one has more cheerful
ly given it credit for what been
done If the people are lethargic we
are doing our full duty toward stirring

It outspoken sentiments will
do anything to awaken the nation to a
realization of our desires we ate doing
that each week Not one word of

have we put forth against a
single officer chosen at St Pauland
we shall not one On the con
trary we aYe urging them on to make
the Council what it ttartetI out to be
and are counselling the race to get to
gether iu local co ncUs so as to bring
the national body closer to the masses
We object to a heterogenous organiza-
tion doing business on laper and
which in the nature of things must be
controlled b a few each year by main
force because of a lack of resprm bili
ty o delsgasee to a definite constituen-
cy Let the organizers get to work
Appoint local in each tate
and see if six months do not produce
hopeful results Let us not get red in
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the face and call folks hard names be
c use of an honorable difference of
opinion as to methods of procedure
Washington City has shown the

the local organization What
has been done here on a large scale
can be done ona smaller scale in New
York Boston Jersey City

Chicago Louisville Indianapolis
St Louis is be
iqtz done rn any of these
the lines indicated With the study
work of which Mr Fortune is capable
the Louisville meeting can be nude
historicbut a repetition of the scenes
that have at some of the
previous meetings will not help the
race at large We say again

mtst build from the ground
upward The local organization must
precede the national federation

Chickens wIll come home to roost
Julus F Taylor editor of the Chicago
BroadAxe has just completed a
sentence of five days jail and paid a
fine of 50 for crIminal libel on
charges instituted by Capt Hannibal
Carter The allegations made by Tay-
lor involved the chastity of a woman
now dead but she had friends who
were determined to protect her memory
Taylor was unable to substantiate his
statementshence the conviction and
punishment People who go about
circulating scandalous rumors cannot
be too careful for rumor in most in
stances is a liar of monstrous

GOY AYCOCKS DRASTIC MEASURES

Gov Aycock became the
chief executive of North Carolina du
ring a reign of terror and w coo
sldered the representative of the law
less elements he is agreeably

the respectable people of the
state by his sta d for law and
order and for the education of the
massess black and white Tn this re
spect he far outclasses the former
governor one D L Russell who was
enrolled as a ember of the republi
can pltrty but was too much of a
moral and physical coward to be a
credit tt any organization When two
colored boys were lynched at Salisbury
not long ago Governor A ycoek
without offered rewards
for the apprehension of the lynch
ers aggregating eiO000 In ac
cord with the policy the law
officers have pronounc d such crimes
murder and Judge Shaw on JUly
13th issued the first bench warrant
uf the kind ever known in North Caro
lina for the arrest of the person alleged
to have been guilty of taking the life
of the colored Drastic measures
like these are the antidotes for the
lynching disease

So in spite of the atmosphere of
culture that the groves of
Chautauqua N Y the serpent of
race will creep in Amelie
W Sullivan superintendent of the
Negro schools of Augusta Ga was
invited to deliver au address at that
place but when she was found to be a
Negress her reception was very frigid
and she had a hard time the
most meager accommodations being
turned away from several places She
complained through the local papers
but the author ties defended themselves
by claiming that they did not know
their guest was a Negress when th
invitation was extended
Miss Sullivans Irish name deceives
thembut nevertheless the country
has been given an opportunityto lear
that a few asses are to be found even-
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If the demotrats insiet restrictthe ballot to a few
Negroes they win tie a
to the necks of the lilywhite r
cans for the more highly educated
voter is the more seriously must he
reckoned with

It hoped the fakirs are
white pIe fir

subscriptions to Rn indUEtrial
school m deled after
famous institute at wilt be

before popular cOLfidence
in honest Negro traveling agents is
shaken

The constitutional aniendmsnts
adopted by the South to keep the Ne
gro down wdl fail of purpose
The forces of nature are oPP sed to

restriction and the Negros
kinetic energy and mental expansion
wreck the entire infamous fabric of
unjust repression

A wouldbe rapist who attempted
an assault upon his niece at Bristol

got off with a fine of 00 Car
Menard thins if he had

accomplished his purpose the fine
would have been raised to 200 It is

trcely necessary to add that this
miscreant was encased in a white skin

We hear a great deal of fuss raised
about the Negro up th
crimes of the race
malefactors frrm the ot
their evil doings As a matter of

fact when a Negro criminal is appre
ended it is generally upon iLforma
Lion furnished by one of his own race
These same are silent as the
grave however when a white mia
creant who au outrage
against a Negro women unwhipt
of justice There should be no color in
crime or in the administration ot law

Mr J R Cliff rd a fifthrate
lawyer who fives in Marl mburg W

Va and publishes a patent hack news

paper complains because The Colored

American has ceased to exchange with
his hand bill The Amer-

ican has a large exchange list already
and henceforth will refuse to exchange
with newspapers whose editor indulge

and falsehood I

same small bore editors not pur
loin the c lumns of lhe C Bored

can and use its matter fiS their own

hut muse it The day of gutersnipe
journalism is over and leave no

time to give to exchanges of this class

What is true of the Martinsburg hand

bill is true also of the Cleveland mud

scowe

It takes nerve to w n out but a stiff

stand will whip a white man to s recng

nition of the rights if hIS

pocket can be made to suffer A white

capitalist thinks more of his dollars

than he does of his and he

holler when he begins to iuse more

money than he deems whim
worth We have said thIs many f

but the truth is more and
0

as we go along The colored

people of Alai

to ride in the Jim crow recently

when the rule was attempted When

hey had walked around the town a

few days the street car
weakened at the loBS of good coin and

iecided to let the colored cple rIde

where pleased No pie is toy
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